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NEW CLASSES, NEW CLASSROOMS: Students began the first day of fall
semester classes Aug. 19 in the new Helen M. Aderhold Learning Center. The $45
million, four-story building — which occupies the city block bound by Luckie,
Forsyth, Poplar and Broad streets, across from the Rialto Center for the Performing
Arts — includes a computer lab, 44 classrooms and two 200-seat lecture halls.

Georgia State gets high marks
for graduating African-Americans
By Stacie Sutton Beck
stacie@gsu.edu

Recreation Center as factors that attract
minority students.
“I think many students know there is a
good-sized black population at Georgia
State, as well as a diverse population,”
said Doris Derby, director of the Office
of African-American Student Services and
Programs. “Students know they will be
able to find people they can identify with
from a wide spectrum of interests.”
Georgia State enrolls more black
students than any other college in
Georgia, but the 2000-2001 academic
year marked the first time the university
received top national marks for its
numbers of black graduates. Georgia
State ranked second among predominantly white universities for degrees
awarded to African-Americans during the
1999-2000 school year.

Georgia State University awarded more
bachelor’s degrees to African-American
students last year than any other nonhistorically black college in the country,
according to a report by Black Issues in
Higher Education.
Overall, Georgia State ranked seventh
nationally in the number of undergraduate degrees conferred to black students,
the publication’s analysis of U.S. Department of Education records showed.
Nearly 750 black students received
degrees from Georgia State during the
2000-2001 academic year, representing
more than 30 percent of all baccalaureate
degrees granted by the university. Florida
A&M University, a historically black
institution in
Tallahassee, Fla.,
African-American students at Georgia State
awarded the most
Georgia
State not only ranked first among non-historically black institutions
undergraduate
nationally in the number of bachelor’s degrees awarded to African-Americans,
diplomas to black
but also compared favorably among certain disciplines. The table below
denotes the number of degrees Georgia State conferred to African-Americans
students - 1,239
in various fields of study in 2000-2001 and how Georgia State ranks compared
degrees - that
to other institutions.
year.
Georgia State
DISCIPLINE
RANK
# OF DEGREES
administrators
Business baccalaureate
9
97
credit convenient
Computer & Information
course schedules,
Science baccalaureate
11
45
the university’s
English baccalaureate
7
39
downtown
Mathematics baccalaureate
9
10
Atlanta location,
Physical Sciences baccalaureate
8
15
affordability and
Psychology baccalaureate
8
69
Biology master’s
3
11
services such as
those offered by
the Student

Georgia State University administrators
recently named psychology department
chair Lauren B. Adamson as interim dean
of the College of Arts and Sciences.
Adamson fills the vacancy created by
the departure of former dean Ahmed T.
Abdelal, who served in the position for
10 years. Abdelal has accepted a position
as senior vice president for academic
affairs and provost at Northeastern
University in Boston.
“During the past decade, the College
of Arts and Sciences has thrived under
the inspired leadership of Ahmed
Abdelal,” said Adamson. “With great
energy, we have been strengthening our
teaching and research programs and
pursuing a rich array of international
and interdisciplinary initiatives. I look
forward to working with my colleagues
to maintain our positive momentum
during this period of transition.”
Meanwhile, a national search for a
new dean of students came to a close this
summer. Rebecca Yale Stout joined
Georgia State Aug. 5 as dean of students
and associate vice president for student

services. She comes to campus from
Arizona State University in Tempe,
where she had served as associate dean
of student life since 1997. Stout
replaces Kurt Keppler, who left to
become vice president of student life at
Valdosta State University.
Stout’s goal is to “work closely with
students, faculty and staff to enhance
every student’s ‘Georgia State experience,’” she said.
“By that phrase, I mean that we ensure
we provide programs and services
supporting student learning and student
achievement both in and outside the
classroom. I say working ‘with’ students,
faculty and staff because I want to help us
to find ways of working together as
members of a community toward that
goal,” Stout added.

Peters gets registrar title
Cherise Peters, former assistant
director of University Information
Services, was named registrar in July. She
joined Georgia State in April 2000 and
has served as associate leader of the
university’s electronic records access
project. She will continue in that capacity
in addition to her new duties.

University sets new
enrollment record
By Lisa Borello
lisab@gsu.edu

Georgia State University student
enrollment reached a record high this
semester as the number of degree-seeking
students swelled to more than 27,000 —
an increase of 8 percent over fall 2001.
Associate provost Bill Fritz said the
growth is remarkable, particularly since
entrance requirements for new freshmen
have gotten significantly tougher over the
last several years.
“We’re increasing the numbers almost
as fast as any school in the university
system, but we’re also increasing the
quality faster than just about anybody,”
Fritz said. “Five years ago, half of our
freshman class would not meet this fall’s
entrance requirements and they’re going
up next fall even more.”
Total enrollment increased by 2,121
students compared with the same
semester last year, university officials
reported. This semester, 27,866 undergraduate and graduate students registered
for classes, up 8 percent from the 25,745
students enrolled in fall 2001.

This semester, 2,870 first-time
freshmen registered for classes, up
more than 15 percent from last fall’s
2,479 freshmen. The freshman
applicant pool increased by more than
16 percent, and the admissions office
accepted 57 percent of those who
applied. Nearly all of this year’s freshman
class — about 98 percent — are under
19 years old.
Fritz attributes the growth to the
student-friendly environment in
admissions, registration and financial
aid. Georgia State’s downtown
location and strong academic programs
also are continuing to attract a more
diverse, better-prepared student body,
he said.
The number of undergraduates rose to
20,173, up 10 percent from last fall’s
18,245 undergraduates. There are 7,693
graduate students registered this year,
up from last year’s graduate enrollment
of 7,500. Total credit hours have increased to 300,567 hours, up 10 percent
from last fall. The number of full-time
faculty grew to 979, a 17 percent increase
since 1997.
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Law school celebrates 20 years
By Brad Dixon

The fund can be used for qualified
higher education expenses at
accredited post-secondary institutions anywhere in the country.
For more information about the
program, visit www.g a c o lle g e
s avi ng s .c o m. To enroll for
automatic payroll deduction, contact
Human Resources at Ext. 1-1355.
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Those participating in the Georgia
Higher Education Savings Plan, also
known as a 529 Plan, can set aside
money for higher education expenses
for themselves, children, grandchildren or others. Under current law,
any earnings grow tax-free in the
account and are tax-free when
withdrawn and used for education
expenses.

news or publicize the latest research news from Georgia
State is a tool that the Department of University
Relations and the Office of External Affairs views as
vital to its role of enhancing the recognition of the
university among its many audiences.”
Candace Chellew, B.B.A. ’95, a 19-year veteran of
Atlanta radio and television media, will operate the
Georgia State Radioline from its studio at One Park
Place. Chellew served as a writer and radio news anchor
for CNN before joining Georgia State in January as
editor of the biweekly faculty/staff newsletter, the
Villager. She also has worked in various producing and
reporting positions at WAGA-TV, WGST-AM and
WFOX-FM.
For more information or to contribute to the Georgia
State Radioline, contact Candace Chellew at Ext.
1-3579 or cchellew@gsu.edu, or visit the Web site at
www.gsu.edu/radio .

○

■ SAVE FOR COLLEGE WITH
PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS
Georgia State University staff and
faculty can now save money for
college expenses, tax-free, using
payroll deduction.

E D I TO R

Candace Chellew
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○

Have an idea for a story? We’re
always looking for good news about
faculty, staff, research projects and
innovative programs. Contact
Candace Chellew, Villager editor, at
Ext. 1-3579 or cchellew@gsu.edu.

When news breaks — whether the downfall of a
major corporation or turmoil at home or abroad —
listeners nationwide will hear commentary and analysis
from Georgia State University experts through a new
radio news service created by the Department of
University Relations.
Beginning this month, the “Georgia State Radioline”
will produce interviews with faculty and staff who have
the academic credentials to address some of the most
pressing issues in the news and distribute their comments to local, state and national radio stations for
broadcast. Radio news stories and interviews also
will be made available to the public on the university
Web site.
“This new service allows the expertise of our faculty
and staff to be shared with listeners throughout Georgia
and the entire country,” said DeAnna Hines, director of
university relations. “The ability to react to breaking
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Ryan Blakey
rblakey@gsu.edu

○

University employees will still receive
an abbreviated print version of The
Villager in their mailboxes biweekly.
Beginning this month, the paper will
be reduced from eight to four pages
and several regular features —
including “College News,” “Applause” and “Ask an Expert” — will
be moved to the Web site.

Have you heard? Georgia State to
hit airwaves with radio news service

○

■ READ THE
VILL AGER ONLINE
The Villager, Georgia State
University’s staff and faculty
newspaper, is now available online.
The new Web site, located at
www.gsu.edu/villager, features
longer articles and news items that
can be updated frequently.

ADVERTISING

Virginia Brown
vbrown@gsu.edu

The Villager is Georgia State University’s official faculty and staff newsletter. It is published biweekly during the academic year by
the Department of University Relations in the Division of External Affairs. Submissions of story ideas, calendar announcements and opinion
pieces are welcome. Time-sensitive items are required at least two weeks prior to publication.
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“In light of a very difficult year in
our nation, the staff and faculty’s
dedication and support of Georgia
State shows that this institution is
doing great things — and much of it
is due to our faculty and staff,” said
campaign co-chair David Sjoquist,
economics professor and director of
the Fiscal Research Program in the
Andrew Young School of Policy
Studies.

○

The campaign’s original goal was to
encourage 78 percent of employees
to participate in an effort to raise
$375,000.

○

A record 83 percent of faculty and
staff took part in the giving campaign that supports a myriad of
university projects. Georgia State’s
participation rate ranks in the top
among universities nationally.

Like many Atlantans, Larry Dingle,
J.D. ’87, had for years eagerly
anticipated the creation of Georgia
State University College of Law when
it opened in September 1982.
“I had a family and needed to work
full time, so law school was not an
option until Georgia State created the
opportunity to go part-time,” said
Dingle, who had dabbled in three
careers before joining the law school’s
first class.
The school’s opening filled a void
locally by providing part-time legal
HUMBLE BEGINNINGS: Founding dean Ben F. Johnson Jr. started
education for the first time in 10
the College of Law in 1982 with six faculty members.
years. Emory University School of
Law had eliminated its part-time program a decade
Today, the school has about 40 faculty members
earlier.
and 630 students, and occupies four-and-a-half floors
Georgia State’s College of Law will celebrate its 20of Urban Life.
year anniversary with a party for alumni, friends and
In the beginning, about two-thirds
the university community from 5-6:30 p.m.
of Georgia State’s budding lawyers
Sept. 12 at Urban Life Plaza.
enrolled in the part-time
“The party kicks off a celebration that
program, but that number
will last throughout this academic
has gradually decreased to
year,” said law professor Marjorie
33 percent of the school’s
Girth, chair of the school’s 20th
enrollment.
anniversary planning committee.
“Initially there was a
“We’ll recognize the anniversary at
backlog of qualified
events throughout the year, includstudents in Atlanta who
ing lectures and symposia.”
could neither dream of
Founding dean Ben F. Johnson Jr.
moving themselves and
started the College of Law in 1982
their families to Athens for
with six faculty members and 200
full-time education nor afford to go
students. At the time, the entire school, including
to a private local law school like Emory or Mercer,”
classrooms, offices and the law library, was housed on
Girth says. “This is the place that makes people’s
the first floor of the Urban Life Building.
dreams come true.”

○

■ FACULT Y/STAFF
CAMPAIGN SETS
GIVING RECORD
More Georgia State University
employees participated in the annual
faculty/staff fund-raising campaign
this year than ever before, raising
more than $408,000 for the
institution.
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University Briefs

braddixon@gsu.edu

Sept. 11:

Campus reflections
Nearly a year after terrorists flew planes into the World Trade Center and the
Pentagon, many changes have taken place — in our economy, airports and
cities, as well as on campus. Below, Georgia State University faculty and staff
members offer their perspectives on how Sept. 11 altered the nation’s psyche.

Neither Hartsfield nor any other major airport has any chance of complying
with the regulations promulgated earlier in the year. They are unrealistic
with respect to the amount of time that would be required to order,
manufacture, install (including new facilities needed at airports to accommodate them), and train operators. I expect the process to require two to
three more years. I also expect passenger facility charges to increase to up to
$10 to $20 per ticket to pay for it.

Are we prepared for another attack? Is it possible to truly be prepared?

A:

We are better prepared than we were prior to Sept. 11, but our preparation
may be too focused on the kinds of incidences we experienced that day. In
short, we may be too focused on the threat of aircraft takeovers and
securing the borders to prevent Al Qaeda infiltration — and too little
concerned with other kinds of low-tech vulnerabilities.

Q:

Have our freedoms been significantly curtailed as a result of increased
security measures?

A:

Certainly having letter carriers and other public and private services
watching us is disturbing. While the need to be vigilant goes without
saying, the suggestion that suspicious activities are going on in many
communities borders on paranoia. That approach does little to reassure the
public and does much to raise the level of fear. Curtailing civil liberties in
order to reduce a vague threat has the potential for great abuse.

Have things changed in the religious studies program as a result of the
events of Sept. 11?

A:

Student interest in religious studies courses has grown phenomenally — a
fact I attribute largely to the issues surrounding Sept. 11. Our overall
enrollment is up almost 80 percent from last year. And the trend is
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Q: How has Sept. 11 affected Americans' view of the Middle East? Has it increased
their interest in global politics?
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○

Dona Stewar t
Director, Middle East Center for
Peace, Culture and Development

A:

Americans have a more detailed and refined view of the Middle East since 9-11. The
response of Americans was phenomenal. Bookstores sold out of books on Middle
Eastern culture, people attended lectures on Middle East topics and discussion
groups formed to address the issues. After we got over the initial fear-based reactions, the country went into an analytical approach trying to learn about the region.
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Q:

We’ve tried to shape the curriculum to be
responsive to this growing student interest.
Last spring, I was one of five professors
from across the College of Arts and
Sciences who taught a special interdisciplinary course, “Sept. 11 and the
World.” This fall, I’m offering a new
religious studies course called “War, Peace
and Religion,” and it’s already full.

Sept. 11 reminded the United States of two important things. Even though we're
the only remaining superpower, to use a cliché, we're still part of the global community. Also, the United States needs the global community. Without global support,
we couldn't have raised a response to the threats against us. It's important for
Americans to see how others in the world view us. How we view ourselves might
not be the primary view the rest of the world has.
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Tim Renick
Director, Religious Studies Program
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Q:

continuing. Last fall, we had 230 students
take religious studies courses. More than
400 students are enrolled this fall.
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William Waugh
Professor of Public Administration and Urban Studies
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A compromise is likely to include alternative methods of baggage “screening.” Airlines are likely to exert pressure on Congress to minimize the
impact of security/baggage screening requirements, so I don’t expect airport
passenger congestion to get much worse than it is currently.

○

○

A:

○

Will Atlanta’s Hartsfield International Airport be able to comply with
regulations requiring that every bag be screened? What does that mean for
passengers? Will they, as some predict, end up standing outside, waiting
to get into the airport?

○

Q:

Our airports are only marginally safer, due mostly to increased scrutiny on
the part of security personnel. The basic flawed mechanisms, procedures
and inadequate technology resources remain in place.

○

Are our nation’s airports more secure now than before Sept. 11? Why?

○

Q:
A:

○

Ri c h a rd C h arle s
Associate Professor of Public Administration
and Urban Studies

○

Travel and tourism, a very important part of the economy, is also still
suffering because people are worried about flying.

○

There’s talk now about double-dip recession, but I don’t see that happening.
The chances are there, but they’re not as high as the media makes them out
to be. Unfortunately, the economy is still in turmoil a year later. On top of
the recession, we now have a crisis in confidence in the stock market
because of how some CEOs have handled their financial statements.

○

I blame the events of Sept. 11 for the recession, which was mercifully short
and not that severe. There was weakness in the economy before then, but
Sept. 11 was the last straw on the camel’s back. We would have pulled out
of that slowdown easily had it not been for the terrorist attacks. Officially,
the government will not declare the recession over until they see at least six
to eight months of data that shows regular growth, but the feeling is that
the recession seems to be coming to an end.

○

A:

○

How has Sept. 11 affected the economy over the past year?

○

Q:

○

R a j e e v Dh a wa n
Director, Economic Forecasting Center

○

Q&A

For more in-depth questions and answers from our staff and faculty, visit
the new Villager Web page at ht t p: / / w w w. gsu. edu/ vi l l ager.
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SE PT E M BE R 5
Panel Discussion: “9/11
One Year Later: What’s Next?”
8:30 a.m.
Free
Speaker’s Auditorium
Student Center
Experts from the Andrew Young School of
Policy Studies will discuss the aftermath
of Sept. 11, including aviation policy and
the airline industry; local, state and
regional economic development; homeland security; terrorism; and disaster
management. RSVP to Ext. 1-3990.

best bet

CALENDAR


Art Exhibit: First Thursday
5 p.m.
Free
Rialto Center for the Performing Arts
This free downtown Atlanta arts walk,
sponsored by Central Atlanta Progress,
includes a stop in the Rialto lobby. This
month, the Rialto will sponsor an opening
reception in conjunction with the Institute
of Mexico for an exhibition of watercolors
by William Porter showcasing colonial
Mexico. The artist will give a gallery talk
at 7 p.m. For more information, contact
Central Atlanta Progress at 404-658-1877.
Art Exhibit: “A Breeze from
the Gardens of Persia: New
Art from Iran”
6 p.m.
Free
School of Art and Design Galleries and
Atlanta International Museum
Opening receptions for the exhibit will be
held at both galleries. The collections
feature works by 54 Iranian artists and are
a mixture of oils, watercolors, drawings,
miniature paintings and calligraphy.
Sponsored by the Persian Studies Program of the Middle East Center. The
exhibit runs through October. Ext. 1-3548
or on the Web at www.gsu.edu/breeze.

September

Kick Off Celebration: 2002-03
State Charitable Contribution Program
September 5
2 p.m.
Free
Speaker’s Auditorium
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SEP T EM B ER 7 -8

Georgia State President Carl Patton is the
chairman for this statewide program for
employees to make financial contributions
to help others. There are 41 charitable
federations, including 37 local United
Way chapters and four independent
federations that coordinate fund-raising
and allocations to more than 1,200 local
charitable organizations that provide
services throughout Georgia.

Touch the Earth: Basic
Sailing for Beginners
$60
Atlanta Yacht Club
Lake Allatoona
The Georgia State
University Alumni
Association sponsors
a beginning sailing
clinic including two
days of instruction
and supervised
practice on a 12foot boat. Participants spend the
morning listening to lectures and the
afternoon sailing.
Ext. 3-1526.

SEPTEMBE R 6- 7
Performance: Brenda Angiel
Aerial Dance Company
8 pm
Tickets: $25-$45
Rialto Center for
the Performing
Arts
This dynamic
and magical
aerial dance
troupe from
Argentina defies
the laws of gravity. Since 1994, choreographer Brenda Angiel has been
developing a new dance language. Suspended from ropes
and rigging, her eight dancers use
the air itself as their stage, transcending the traditional limits of
weight, movement and space.
Ext. 1-4727.

SEP T EM B ER 1 0
Concert: neoPhonia
New Music Ensemble
7:30 p.m.
Free
Recital Hall
Nick Demos directs faculty members
Cary Lewis on piano, Stuart Gerber on
percussion and guest artists Laura
Gordy on piano and Peggy Benkeser
on percussion. Ext. 1-1326.

Send in your events . . .

to Villager editor Candace Chellew at cchellew@gsu.edu.
Be sure to include contact information and submit items
at least three weeks in advance of the event. Questions?
Call Ext. 1-3579.

Introducing

Catering Bucks!
As always, Georgia State University Dining Services
is pleased to fulfill your catering needs. To show our
appreciation, we are offering “ Catering Bucks”. For
every $10 you spend, earn $1 in Catering Bucks. Apply the money towards your next event, or save it up
and use it for a FREE event.
As a special offer, for orders placed by September 30,
2002, receive $2 for every $10 spent.

Georgia State University Dining Services
“Catering to You!”
Phone:
Fax:

404/651-0263
404/651-0264

(offer ends December 6, 2002)

